Demyelination and disturbed metabolism of pyruvate: a case report.
A patient with demyelination is described. Lactate levels were elevated in serum, urine, and cerebrospinal fluid. A decreased pyruvate oxidation rate due to a pyruvate dehydrogenase complex deficiency was demonstrated in muscle and cultured fibroblasts. In muscle mitochondria no structural abnormalities were seen. The clinical course was progressive and the patient died at the age of 6 months.